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Extended Continental Shelf - Data Stewardship
Extending the Territory of the United States

HOW DOES THE PUBLIC BENEFIT?

Defining the U.S. Extended Continental Shelf (ECS) The estimated U.S. ECS is an
protects U.S. sovereign rights to an estimated 1.3 area twice the size of California

. . 2 . .
il fiom e off pzloel with resources likely worth
millions of dollars, stimulating

This in turn promotes U.S. national security and .
economic growth.

economic well-being, ensuring rights to protect,
exploit, and manage our energy, mineral, and natural
resources on and below the seabed.

HOW DOES ECS DATA STEWARDSHIP
SUPPORT NATIONAL GOALS?

Careful management of U.S. ECS data is required to
determine seabed and sub-seafloor depth, shape, and
geophysical characteristics, information necessary to
define the extent of our continental shelf in accordance
with international law.

Successful collaboration to document, archive, and
make available more than 2 million km? of ECS
data embodies the National Ocean Policy and
NOAA objectives to increase understanding,
inform decisions, and ensure efficient collection and

The U.S. and Canada conducted four joint surveys in the Arctic. sharlng of ocean data.




NOAA’S ROLE IN THE U.S. ECS
PROJECT

NOAA’s Research, Ocean, and Satellite Line
Offices provide leadership, data, scientific, and

ocean mapping expertise, and support the ECS
Project Office located in Boulder, CO.

NCEI preserves and provides access to primary
data
geophysical), derivative data and products, and

(bathymetric, seismic, geological and

metadata, enabling the analyses required to define

and delineate our ECS.

& NOAA, AR BRI mon

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

Data management, discovery, documentation, and
delivery tools developed for ECS have broader

application across the Federal Government.

Newly acquired and older rescued ECS ocean
mapping data, properly managed and easily
accessible, support a variety of research and

These

significant new resource describing the U.S.

management needs. data provide a

continental shelf.

HOW DOES NCEI ADD VALUE

By partnering with federal agencies and academia,

NCEI manages, documents, and delivers science
data proficiently.

Our collaboration fosters modern, standards-
based ocean data management and documentation
practices across the Federal Government and
academia, enabling better science and re-use of
data, thereby extending the value of the original
investment in data collection.
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