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Scientific Objectives
The WDC for Seismology, Denver (WDCS-D) contributes and maintains databases and information products for use in rapid earthquake response and research as well as information for the non-scientific user.  The data are used in seismic-risk studies, source-parameter studies, seismicity studies, and in such areas as building codes, insurance, education, and public information.  Products are available electronically via the Internet.

Vital Statistics
· Volume of holdings:
1,905,611 events in multi-catalog earthquake database

     11,902 entries in International Registry of seismograph stations

· Number of employees:
24

· Web address:
http://neic.usgs.gov/

Involvement with the Scientific Community
WDCS-D hosts visiting scientists on a regular basis.  WDCS-D staff regularly presents scientific findings and data reports at American Geophysical Union, Seismological Society of America, Geological Society of America, European Geophysical Society, International Association of Seismology and Physics of the Earth’s Interior, and International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics symposia and conferences, and other national and international venues.  The International Registry is an important key in global exchange of seismological data, and in that regard, WDCS-D maintains this registry as a joint project with the International Seismological Centre and in close cooperation with the European-Mediterranean Seismological Center and the CTBTO/IMS.

Significant Data Sets Released in 2002

Entries for new seismograph stations are added to the International Registry and corrections are made to entries on an as-needed basis, but averages several stations per week.

Final PDE solutions for 2001 were added to the multi-catalog earthquake database in 2002 and PDE weekly earthquake solutions were added for 2002.  This accounts for slightly over 49,000 events, of which about 22,000 had been previously entered as PDE weekly solutions for 2001.
Significant Tools/Technologies Implemented in 2002

The on-line International Registry of seismograph stations is now able to include diacritical marks on station and region names that are available in the Latin-ISO 1 dataset.  These marks have been stored in the database for many years, but we were not able to post them on the website until now.  It is planned that diacritical marks will be used on the website once the HTML standard accepts them.

Work continues on correcting and consolidating entries in the multi-catalog earthquake database.  This includes providing fields for additional details about earthquake effects.
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